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Dr. Ernest J. Grant is the 36th president of the American Nurses Association (ANA), the nation’s 
largest nurses organization representing the interests of the nation’s 4 million registered 
nurses.  
 
A distinguished leader, Dr. Grant has more than 30 years of nursing experience and is an 
internationally recognized burn-care and fire-safety expert. He previously served as the burn 
outreach coordinator for the North Carolina Jaycee Burn Center at University of North Carolina 
(UNC) Hospitals in Chapel Hill. In this role, Grant oversaw burn education for physicians, nurses, 
and other allied health care personnel and ran the center’s nationally acclaimed burn 
prevention program, which promotes safety and works to reduce burn-related injuries through 
public education and the legislative process. Grant also serves as adjunct faculty for the UNC-
Chapel Hill School of Nursing, where he works with undergraduate and graduate nursing 
students in the classroom and clinical settings. A former nurse of the year award winner, Dr. 
Grant is the first man to be elected to the office of ANA president. Thanks to his world-class 
expertise in burns-related treatment and fire safety issues, Dr. Grant is a leading educator in 
this field and has lent this experience to various branches of the U.S. military as well as civilian 
fields. 

 
Grant holds a BSN degree from North Carolina Central University and MSN and PhD degrees 
from the University of North Carolina at Greensboro. He was inducted as a fellow into the 
American Academy of Nursing in 2014. He is the first man to be elected to the office of 
president of the American Nurses Association. 
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